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I sit beside my lonely fire;
And pray for wisdom yet;

For calmness to remember
Or courage to forget.

Geneva, 1920.

- “IT’S only hali a league,” objected a smart
heckler in the summer of 1919. “It IS only
half a league,” Lord Robert Cecil replied,

“but it’s half a league onward!” Lord Robert’s re-

tort, then based upon the theory of the covenant,

is borne out by the actual performance of the as-
sembly now sitting in Geneva. ;

To the Armenians it is a matter of desperate
concern whether they are to be protected by the
league’s intervention. To the Poles it is professedly
a matter of life or death that plebiscites in outly-
ing arcas should be honestly conducted. And it is
essential to the economic rehabilitation of Europe
that plans should be speedily worked out looking
toward general disarmament.

Yet, even though the assembly should adjourn
and leave every one of these important questions to
the tender mercies of a powerless and perfunctory
commission, one single achievement of the Geneva
session would justify the league's existence. =

The long-standing secret processes of diplomacy
have been dealt a stunning blow. Never before in
the history of ifiternational relations have represen-
tatives of sovereign states stood on their feet to
shout from the housetops what they are accustomed
to insinuate in closets and corridors. Viviani, the
matchless orator of France, has let loose a flood of
frank opinion calculated to wash dust and cobwebs
from the high rafters of European chancelleries.

Lord Robert Cecil has thrust his tall, gaunt,
stooping figure and his courageous spirit up against
the bulk of his prime minister., And a certain
Honorio Pueyrredon, of Argentina—one of the so-
called minor states!'—has had the “effrontery” to
propose that all nine members of the council of the
league should be elected by the assembly, and that
no reserved seats should be kept in perpetuity for
the “principal allied and associated powers.”

Why the Irish are “agin’ the league” is 2 mys-
tery. For South Africa, through Cecil, is making
life miserable for Lloyd George: Barnes, the British
labor delegate, is at odds with Fisher, his colleague;
Australia and New Zecaland are embarrassing West-
minster with their insistence on a “white,” anti-
Japanese policy.

Altogether, Geneva looks more like a Donny-
broock Fair than the still abiding place of the dove
of peace. Open covenants are not openly arrived
at to the accompaniment of beer and skittles. Di-
plomacy proceeding “always frankly and in the pub-
Lic view” is not the solemn processional that Presi-
dent Wilson may have pictured.

But forty-two members of the league are having
an honest try at it, stripped of pomp and circum-
stance. It may prove, in the end, to be too human
s thing for the “so-called human race;” but this
year of Geneva 1920 will loom bigger in the story
of international relations than any dreary cycle of
the dusty diplomacy of Cathay.

The Past Is Past.

The one outstanding fact which this Congress

should keep constantly before it and never forget is

that President Wilson is through. Hjs administra-
tions have already passed into history.

He recognized this himself in his message.

e

He

recommended little and urged nothing. Why, then, |

indulge in shadow fighting? It is not to be be-
lieved that Congress will. It is only believable that
it will go about its business as though the White
House was empty.

In fact the Senate seems to have very sensibly
faken this position. The Knox peace resolution is
%o remain in its pigeonhole. It should never again
see the light. It was born in partisanship; it should
die with it

The budget bill should be taken up and passed
i#a this same spirit. The election is over. It was
sufficiently won without rubbing it in. I1f Mr. Hard-
ing is to usher in a period of harmony and effective
service, that period need not wait for his inaugura-

He opened the door, wide open, and let loose the
@ove in his speech to his confreres. He exorcised
ghe shadow of the administration and both he and
Congress have problems enough to solve without
wreighting them with any semblance of antagonism
anyone, or a shade of the personmal
This session has started right. It promises to be
# business session and anyone who tries to inject
By poison germs should be promptly squelched.!

Austria’s
Many reports sent from Austria vividly de-

peribe the gayety which prevails in the face of de-

prable conditions existing there today. The in-
ce that may be drawn in America from these
- s that the people are spending the greater
part of their time and energies in a desperate at-
tempt to enjoy themselves while they are kept
from starvation by the benevolence of America, is
consistent with the facts.
The Austrians, it is true, are a carefree and
pecple, but the very fact that they

been able to escape Bolshevism and bar-
m reveals the possession of qualities more
able than a great love of pleasure. Since the
nistice Austria has been making a splendid fight
for its life, though handicapped by the-very severe
of the treaty of St. Germain.
The fact that Austria, of all the former enem
tes, was the first voted eligible for membership

which are represented at Geneva- are aware
Austrf)'s effort. Admission to the league

the league of nations is an indication that those |

_for himself

not solve Austria’s problems, but it may be the
first step In a movement which should result in
giving Austria a fair chance to exist as an inde-
pendent state, ! ‘

*As an indication of the spirit-which is prevalent
among all classes of the Austrian population, a
recent decision of the Miners' Union is significant.
Aware that the distressed pophlation of Vienna
face a winter with an available coal supply wholly
inadequate for the minimum needs of private in-
dividuals, to say nothing of industrial plants, the
coal miners have agreed to work an additional
shift on Sunday for the usual wage.

The excess of production over normal’which
will result is to be sent to Vienna, the government
providing free transportation and the colliery own-
ers selling the coal at cost. g

In connection with this question of coal, it
must be remembered that the present Austria, as
created by the Peace Conference, does not contain
those territories which formerly supplied the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Emgire with its coal. The Austrians,
therefore, are in a great measure dependent upon
foreign countries for their fuel.

Since those nations of Europe which produce
coal do not have sufficient for their own needs,
it can be easily understood that the sitmation in
Austria has been particularly acute. The shortage
of coal has been by no means the least of the con-
tributary causes of the failure of Austrian indus-
try to recover.

Very strenuous efforts have been made by the
Austrigns to supply their own needs from the lim-
ited resources” which.they possess. Their output
of both anthracite and soft coal has been doubled
since 1918. Attempts have also been made to dis-
cover and utilize other mineral fuel.

Naphtha borings have been started in Upper
Austria and oil-shale mines are now being operated
in the Tyrol. Exploitation of peat fields in various
parts of Austria has been attempted, but owing to
the difficulties of procuring the necessary machin-
ery from abroad and because of the floods of last
September, only a very small output has been se-
cured this year.

In an endeavor to cke out the available supply
of fuel the “Warmewirtschaft Gesellschait,” the So-
ciety of Calorification, has been -founded and sub-
sidized by the state. 1t is the purpose of this so-
ciety to study existing heating arrangements and
to determine how and to what extent fuel can be
saved by more careful supervision or by alteration
of the heating apparatus now in use.

It is also intended to instruct the public at
large and particularly the personnel of heating
plants in the best methods of utilizing the limited
ration of fuel which is available.

There is no doubt that Austrians are putting
forth their best efforts to work out their own sal-
vation, but the difficulties against which they have
had to struggle have made their efforts appear to
be almost hopeless.

They have successfully fought the menace of
Bolshevism in the midst of conditions most favor-
able for the success of Red propaganda. A mod-
erate government has been established and has
survived, but Austrians declare that under the con-
ditions which have been imposed, an independent
government cannot long continue to exist

Constantine “Pages” Himself

Partly, at least, recognizing the hornets’ nest
to which he returns, King Constantine appeals to
the people of the United States. In this he is
true to form. Every King and every state that
ridés folly to a fall, turns here for help and sym-
pathy.

Proudly he proclaims that he is an elected King.
Needing a certificate of character, even in that
role, he declares: “I have never been pro-German
nor was I well disposed to Germany in the war.”

In the pose of popular recall and loyal friend,
he “pages” himself. Unhappily for him, his record
belies his words. In 1915 he encouraged Bulgaria
to a German alliance by telling “her minister: “We
are going to act now with Austria and Germany. It
would, thercfore, be suicide if, in opposing you,
we declared war against two great powers.”

Greece refused to fulfill her treaty with Serbia
when attacked by Bulgaria. She saw her treaty
violated and Serbia overrun. Later she let Bulgariz
occupy a part of her territory in a war measure
against the allies.

A whole division of Greek troops surrendered
to the Bulgarians and were interned in Germany.
Constantine alone was responsible for this. He
opposed Venizelos solely because of the latter’s
policy of friendship with Germany’s enemies.

He was in constant correspondence with Ber-
lin.. He urged an attack-on the French and Ital-
ians through his own 'northern provinces, promis-
ing to attack with his own troops from the south.

In the earliest days of the war he wired to Ber-

lin: “The Emperor knows that My personal sym-:

pathies and political opinions draw me toward
him.” He did not change to the day the French
were forced to drive him as an enemy, from his
throne. But anybody can Fe to the United States.
We are easy.

Not Economy. '

The United States houses its shell-shocked,
neurotic, semi-insane soldiers in firetraps. It is
not a cause for surprise fhat the result was a fire
at the Walter Reed Hospital, which might easily
have been a holocaust.

The men sent to these hospitals come from the
battlefields of France. It is not remarkable that
the great war far exceeded all others in the num-
bers who. came from it with unbalanced minds.
They must go where sent for observation and treat-
ment. They have no choice. In fact there is no
choice. The hospitals are all the same.

Time after time Congress has been asked to
authorize the building of modern, fireproof, ade-
quately equipped hospitals for these soldiers. In-
stead of doing this the medical service has been
told to use the hastily constructed tinder boxes
built for war emergency.

One poor, shell shocked, half-insane boy lost
his life on Sunday, because of the neglect of the
government to which he gave his life. Probably
he set the fire. Only prompt action and the ab-
sence of wind saved a sweeping conflagration that
would have ‘been but less than murder for mhiny
half-helpless or wholly-helpless patients.

Certainly, at least, the mentally unbalanced
should be in firepPoof structures. Indeed all that is
asked by the War Department for hospitals should
be granted. It could be saved some place else.

It is not economy to sacrifice our wounded
soldiers by improper housing. It is ingratitude, it
is unpatriotic, and this is never economy. It is
waste of manhood and loyalty.

A 19-year old boy sang the “Miserere” as they
marched him- to the gall§ws in' Chicago. Was it
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Increased trans-Pacific cable fa-
cilities will do much to promote
American-Japanese amity, in the
opinion of Senzaburo Kageyama, of
Tokyo, now at the Shoreham. -

Mr. Kageyama, who Is inspector
general of the Japaness Ministry of
Communications, came to the Umnited
States to attend the International
Communications Conference. This
is his second visit to Washington
and he plans to study communica-
tions and general conditions in
Europe.

“Japan needs improved cable com-
munications with the United States,”
Mr. Kageyama declared, “and I hope
that steps will soon be taken to lay
another cable across the Pacific. The
original cable, the laying of which

in 1905 was considered such an
achievement, is no longer equal to
the task impored upon it by the
growth in importance of Japanese
relations with the Western world."

The Ministry of Communlications,
which Mr. Kageyama has been rep-
resenting here, I8 one of the most
important departments of the Jap-
anese government. The Minister is
charged with the administration of
telephones, telegraphs, post roads,
the postal service, and even postal
savings banks, which Mr. Kageyama
declares have been In existence im
Japan for the last forty-six years.

HOW TO BEAUTIFY
WASHINGTON SPEEDWATY.

Mr. Kageyama has some hints for
Washington for the improvement of
the appearance of the cherry trees
which make our Speedway gay with
color every spring.

*They are planted a little too
close together,” sald Mr. Kageyama.
“If farther apart they would not only
thrive, but would look much better.

“] take the liberty to make this
suggestion,” he explained, “because
1 realize that the Japanese arc more
familiar with this tree than Amerle
cans."

n his opinion the trees should be
pilnted at intervals just twice the
distance they mre at present. He
pointed out that the trees are now
80 numerous that if transplanted
and placed at the proper intervals,
they would provide the entire Speed-
way with the attractive embellish-
ment which every spring excites the
wonder and admiration of the tour-
ist.

“In Japan,” he sald, “these trees
grow to a height of from twenty to
thirty feet If Washington's trees
are left as they are at present, they
will never attain much more than
their present height.™

Mr. Kageyama also polnts out that
from the Japanese point of view an-
cther problem involved was that of
proper arrangement. As is well
known, In the subtletics of flower
ond plant arrangement the Japanese
are past masters,

AGAINST CROWDING
OBJECTS OF BEAUTY.

“You must have room for your
trees to spread out so that you can
appreciate their individual beauty,”
hie explained. *“Just as in our best
Japanese homes and buildings we
do not crowd a room with vases and
objets d'arl. Instead, as in China,
we display a few wisely selected
things of beauty. Often we put a
bit of porcelain away for a while,
lest we tire of it, only to bring it
cut again at a later time.”

Mr. Kageyama is also interestédd in
newspapers and publishing in gen-
eral. His father, he said, had found-
ed the Shimotsuke daily about forty
years ago in the province of that
name. This paper now has a circu-
lation of 14,000 and is considered
one of the foremost dailies of Japan.

As inspector general of communi-
cations Mr. Kageyama Is greatly in-
terested in all mechanical devices
for the rapid transmission of news,
He spoke of a device whose adoption
he was urging on the Japanese gov-
ernment.

“It is a pneumatic tube to connect
the postoffice with the newspaper
office in order to save time in the
transmission of mails,” he said.

He also plans to install a branch
postoffice in each newspaper office
to take care of the paper's mail
alone. In this way the papers might
be dispatched from the newspaper
office to the rallroad yard with a
great saving ‘in time. All of these
improved methods he expects to in-
troduce In Japan,

F.W. G

Trade Complaint Against

Indiana Firm Dismissed

The Federal Trade Commission
yesterday announced the dismissal
of its complaint of unfair competi-
tion against the Prest-O-Lite Com-
pany, Inc., Indianapolis, Ind., in the
manufacture and sale of acetylene,
and in the leasing of steel contain-
ers for acetylene, -

The complaint is dismissed with-
out prejudice to the right of the
commission to issue another com-
plaint with respect to the same
subject matter and directed to such
respondents as thes commission may
elect. L

Don’t Quit on Monday.

Do not hand in your resignation
on Monday. If you must resign take
some other day in the week. That
is the day of all days when you
want to quit the job. Resist the
temptation. Monday i® no sort of
a day to resigmn, according to Dr.
Louis R. Welzmiller, physical di-
rector of the West Side Young Men's
Christian = Assoclation, who says
that of all days In the week, it is
the day of depression.

Blue Monday i$ no joke—{for thou-
sands of people it actually is blue,
according to the doctor.

“Monday is blue.” said the doctor,
“because with one class of folk
Sunday I8 a day of great exaltation
and the next day they are down In
the valley. -

“With another class, it is a case
of overeat and underexercise, which
brings a depression when Monday
comes, and they have to take up the
regular tasks.”—From thg New York
Telegraph.

Results Assured.

“Do you suppose it would be
worth while to ask the janitor for
a littla more heat?" asked Mrs
Wapping, with a shiver.

“Worth while, my dear?' replied
Mr. Wapping, as he rose from his
easy chalir, tilted his cigar at an
assertive angle and stepped briskly
to the house telsphone. “At this
season of the year, with Christmas

or the penal system that let ks life out? 'y,

only a few weeks off, I should say
would wel

e

Dudley Chants of the Blue Law Blues
The Dry Law Success Inspires Puritans

Parched at the dry nineteenth
hole, the Sunday golfer lights his
pipe and wonders whaat the next
amendment to the Constitution will
prohibit.

Is tobacco to be abolighed? Will
the Puritan Sabbath return?

His flesh grows clammy as he
muses on the possibilities—a train-
less, motorless Bunday, with no-
where to go except church, nothing
to read but the stale Saturday
newspapers. And spare time on

week days would be almost as
dreary, movies presenting serials
of the potato [ndustry down in

Maine or snappy scenes from the
annual convention of the W. C. T.
U.; billiard rooms and bowling al-
leys made over into dispensaries
for tracts. And, lurking In the
doorways, countless minions of the
law pricking up their ears for bad
words.

The more his fancy wanders the
more depressed the nineteenth
holer becomes. A few years ago he
and his kind laughed at the prohi-
bitionists. And now those who are
credited with making the country
dry look like cats that dined on
canaries day before yesterday and
are about ready for another meal

Seek New Conquests.

It is true that those who wore
white ribbons when it was fashion-
able for other people to wear red
noses are also thinking about re-
form. They plume themselves on a
glorious  victory over distiller,
brewer and saloonist. It is only
natural that they should be looking
for somewhat to occupy their minds
and they are finding it in a crusade
for a national set of blue laws.

There is much which both those
who are pushing the blue law move-
ment and those who fear it leave
out of reckoning.

The Eighteenth amendment did
not rest entirely or even largely om
the moral enthusiasm of the anty-

Oh, My Stars!
HOROSCOPE,
DEceml’)er 14, 1920,

|Copyright, 1820, by the McClure Newspaper
Syndicate.)

Mercury and Venus are in strongly
benefic aspects today, according to
astrology. Jupiter and the Sun are
mildly adverse. »

Women come much intp public
notice at this time through =ome
nlltlou! movement, the seers fore-
tell.

This is a sway most favorable to
all high ambitions that women
cherish and should be helpful to ef-
forts toward their realization.

Weddings have the best poasible
direction” of the stars on this date,

hich promises constancy, pros-

rity and long life.

Entertainments of every sort, es-
pecially literary.- assemblies, are
subject to the most fortunats in-
fluences. .

Girls should find the rule an

auspiclous one for meetings with
strangers, young and of opposite
sex. The stars are believed to cast
a glamor over womanhood, impart-
Ing nmew charms and giving power
to command lasting interest.

A falling off in the number of

is prognosticated for i.ll.
coming year. This may be due
|I-l‘801¥ to an ' A Ind P A
on the part of young women.

Agitation concerning the mingling
of the darker races with the white
will bacome exceedingly w
in 1821, '

Persoris whose birthdate it is
should take good care of their
money in the year. Wise in-
dustry will bring much money in
the next few months. y

Children born on this day will be
reliable, clever ous, In
nil d be

cholce

and
Girls- K
unfortunate

saloonists. For a generation prac-
tically all of the school textbooks
had drummed into the heads of
growing children the baneful effects
of the internal wuse of alcohol.
Modern athleticism has helped.
Every champion who divulged the
secret of his success told the boys
not to drink.
Sin Dida't Swing It.

The great commercial interests
threw the liquor people to the
wolves and climbed upon the water
wagon in the interests of industrial
efficiency. The forces apparently
murshaled by the Anti-Saloon
League were really swayed by mo-
tives quite different from those
enunciated by the platform erators.
State after State concluded to stand
for prohibition for hygieniec, eco-

Browsings
By Labert St. Clair.

Over in Georgetown there is an
old house that was built by one of
the early secretaries of the Treas-
ury which has about 100 rooms.

anywhere from a room to a room |
and a half aplece and, sometimPs,
the room is found on one floor and

Political |

It now Is cut uwp into apartments of |

nomic and socigl reasons and mnot
chiefly because of a quickened sense
of what evangelical theclogy de-
fines as sin.

Unless the advocates of the pro-
posed blue laws can rouse the same
motives they cannot have the same
success as “he anti-aleohol crusade.

The theory that prohibition was
slipped over while America slum-
bered is responsible for much of the
hope, and also for much of the ap-
prehension, regarding the drive for
blue laws. Prohibition climbed step
by step to Its success. It con-
quered many States and lined up
Senators and Representatives, Its
ratification was won with the ap-
proval, active or passive, of a large
proportion of the voters in the nec-
essary thirty-six States.

Shift frem Puritans

Of late years the popular senti-
ment against every vestige of the
Puritan Sabbath has been spreading
rapidly and far. We have Sunday
baseball and Sunday shows. When
the weather is not too cold or too
wet it seems as if every family in
the land was crowded into its little
“bus” on a Sunday, rolling along

| the highway on a pleasure party.

Any cordon of modern Puritans

{which tries to hold the road against
|them is sure to be asmashed beneath
| the

rubber tires.

Puritanism was not the product
of a lobby. It was the natugal and
inevitable reaction of turned stom-
achs, When the social life of Eng-
land had become hopelessly corrupt
in the middle of the seventeenth
century the decent common people
were guite ready to listen to & re-
former.

the half room on a floor above.
There am so many winding stail’-r
ways, nooks and crannies in the |
house that mothers with more than
one child and no nurse find it well |
to put bells on their broods to keep
track of them. |

The backyard of the house is a |
wonder. It includes In its decora- |
tions an open-air theater, a chapel |
which never is used, a sun porchl
with cafeteria chairs for ambitious |
writers, and, finally, a wvault with |
a grated door which some day will
contain the body of a real man, it
is said. Just now the somewhat
unusual owner of the house has the
body of a cigar store Indian in the
vault. Beside the Indian is a birch-
bark canoe. But If the Indian should
come to life and try to row his
way across the nearby Potomac he
probably would be disappointed.
For the canoe is only about eighteen
inches long.

The owner of the place makes &
specialty of buying up the remains
of old churches and, no matter what
kind of junk he may acquire, he al-
ways finds a place around the dwell-
ing for it.

It is understood that Jimmy Sloan,
who was Col. Roosevelt's right-
hand bodyguard in the old days, !s
coming back to Washington with |
Harding. He has been traveling
with Harding for several months.

Should Bloan return here, Hard-
ing would not try to wear him out
by long hikes, or to evade him.
Col. Roosevelt, who was somewhat
more of an athlete” than Harding
is reputed to be, tried this and
failed. Jimmy welghs only about
160 pounds, but he is bullt of steel.
His father before him was a county
sheriff, a rallroad detective and did
other forms of secret service work
which gave him *valuable training
that he handed down to Jim. Just
for goo® measure, too, Jim's brother
was a deputy sheriff Iin Illinois. |

Allan Ryan, who stirred up quite

last summer by squeezing the Wall
Street boys who were short on Stutz
stock., came down to Washington to
see John Skelton Willlams, a few
days ago, and that made the wise-
acrés scratch their heads. Because
John and Allan’s pa, Tom Fortune
Ryan, are not what might be called
‘bosom companions.

In fact, Williams never did like
Fortune Ryan at all. Many years

sort of took a few mill-
! on a Sea-

a bit of excitement in New York |

Py “

If we ever become as sodden as
those who made Puritanism seem
necessary, we may expect an era
of blue laws. Until then neither
the man at the country club nor the
small boy on the back lot diamond
will have cause to worry about
blue laws.—Uncle Dudley in the
Boston Globe.

that made the Comptroller a little
uffy. Later, right in Skelton's own
town of Richmond, Va., Ryan erect-
ed a fine eathedral, and the folks
down that way, presupposing that
Ryan used some of Willlams" money,
promptly dubbed it “Williams' ca-
thedral.” And John. not being of
the same religious faith as Ryan,
does not enjoy the joke very well

Fortune Ryan did not quite break
Skelton, however, and though Skel-
ton has lots of trouble holding tight
to his job, which the Senate does
not want him to have, he has =&
million or so with which to buy
pork chops in case he should be
blown out into the streets.

Just in p ing: One r why
Allan Ryan feels free to call on
Williams may be that he Is not on
very warm terms with his pa him-
sgelf, so It is sald.

A lot of good Democrats who had
arranged quietly to come down to
Washington and tell Joe Tumulty,
the President's secrstary. just how
their States falled to carry out their
pre-election promises, have re-
frained from so doing since they
heard about the experience of Rep-
resentative Frank Doremus, of
Michigan.

During the campaign Doremus,
who was In the Chicago headquar-
ters of the Democrats, used to send
Tumully & message gvery day or so,
telling him how Cox was going to
sweep the West, the East, the North
and the South.

After the elsction, Doremus slip-
ped quietly into the White House to
seek a little consolation from Tu-
multy, but he did not get it In-
stead of consoling him, Tumulty
produced all of the telegrams, which
he had saved with great care, and
read them, one by one. At the end
of the reading, Doremus took his hat
in hand and silently departed.

Ralph Cameron, who recently was
elected to the Senate from Arizons.

— —

Letters to
The Herald

Views of Readers on
Matters of National
And Local Import.

CONCERNING PROHIBITION.

Te the Bdijor, The Washington Hersid:
Having carefully read over gome
of the sxcerpls from & recent speech
by Mr. Kramer, delivered at a
luncheon of the City Club, which
was published in your paper, I
kindly ask that you grant me
space for a few remarks. In the
first place I would like to know
where Mr. Kramer gets his asuthor-
ity for the statement that the ma-
jority of people have voted for pro-
hibition, when it is curremt talk
among the American people that
prohibition was purchased for the
very gmall sum of nearly §50,000,000
and the majority of the American
people know of the source from
whence It came.

Prohibition mnot being an lssue
when the “m.}oril‘r.“ or thirty-sev-
en or thirty-eight wise men were
inducted into office, there has beea
absolutely no actua] vole on prohl-
bition. Nor have Lhe Americin pec=
ple ever voled that the Anti-Saloon
League should rum the American
government. I also motice that Mr.

Wheeler states that the churches
have stood. and are standing, be-
hind the Anti-Saloon League. a fact
which does mot put the church im
a very govod light, as there never
was a more crooked or dirtier plece
of legislation tham that which
brought about this so-called pro-
hibition. I think it the sclemn duty
of the incoming Republican admin-
istration to make a thorough inves-
tigation into the activities of these
so-called reform leagues and par-
tiea.

Not one of those Democratic in-
vestigations, with which we are all
so familiar, but obe that will give
the American public an insight into
the real underlying agencies
are- such liberal spomsors of
nolble enterprises.

The voice of Patrick Henry, “Give
me liberty or give me death™ has
begun to echo u'nd_ re-echo through
out this land of ours, and the
American people today are clamor-
ing for their libertieg and privi-
leges that are rightfully theirs. but
had no volce whatsoever in the mat-
ter when a mere handful of narrow-
minded. conceited, selfish. money-
grafting men saw 8t to rob them
of that which every American citi-
zen is entitled—Iliberty and personal
rights.

To place more pressure upon such
legislation as the Volstead measure
would only be making a bad matter
worse. The Voistead act is noth-
ing more nor less than a breeder of
crime. There always has been, is
now, and ever will be, a certain
element that has no regard for anvy
laws, no matter how jost those laws
may seem. But, under the present
legisiation, in regard to certain
things, the average citizen, as a
whole, has become a law-breaker
merely because he not only belleves,
but knows from & just and consci
entious standpeoint, he I8 within his
just and lega] rights.

No law that trespasses on the in-
herent and legal rights of the peo-
ple can, or ever will, be respected
and kept inviolate. It would bank
rupt the Treasury of the United
States to enforce prohibition amon
the liberty-loving American peopls
and, in my opinion, the surest and
most speedy means of obtaining
prohibition would be to remove the
revenue tax from all distilled spir-

that

Euch

fts, wines, malt ligquors, and cor-
dials
1 sea the Rev. Mr. Upshaw, of

Georgia, has offered an amendment
to the Bolshevistic code of Volstead
which already is & disgrace to the
American government. It would be
equally as just and reasonable to
enforce the “Blue Sunday™ law
those who gee plegsure in attending
Bunday movies, joy riding. etc, a=
it would be to enforce such a dia
bolical measure as the Volstead act
on mep and women who find picas-
ure in taking am occasional drink
What is fair for the goose is slso
fair for the gander. 1 am a sick
man, and at times need whisky as
a stimulant. T am allowed one pint
every ten days, but am put to all
inconvenience, trouble and expenss
possible in order to obtain it, and
then by doing so am wiolating the
Volstead act.

on

E. B. HOPKINS.
Washington, D. C.

ON TAXES AND THE HERALD.
To the Editor, The Washington Herald

These are days when, as Sam
Blythe puts It, “Anyone who chances
to know that Adam Smith was the
father of a work on political econ-
omy and not of & cough drop” feels
qualified 1o speak as an expert
Disclaiming any such qualities, may
I venture the oplnion thst between
Mr. Houston's request for a higher
tax on small incomes and Senator
McCumber's demand that we out
down upon public work there is yet
another solution to the Treasury
deficit. That solution lies over at
Geneva in the ineffoctual attempus
te bring about & program of dis-
armament, & program which can be
made effectunl as soon as United
States joins the association (the
word “league” would be lesb-maj-
esty, now) of nations. I fancy that
such suggestion will, to say the
least, be viewed with pessimism by
a certain family of explosive manu-
facturers. whose war wealth has
recently spread like a apllled bar-
rel of molasses over the industrial
and financlal fabric of our country.
And they'll see to It that their pes-
Eimism is shared by powerful news-
papers everywhere. But if some
good man and true, up om the Hill,
will arise and wvoice this sentiment
he will quickly find that he has
echoed & hope that right mow s
I¥ing deep down In the hearta of
millions and millions of tax-tired
people.

To change the subject: In the
fourteen years that I have Mved in
Washington 1 shared the perhaps
unfair but nevertheleas pretty gen-
eral belief that The Herald wasn't
much of & newspaper. 8 six
months ago persuaded me to sub-
scribe for it in order that he might
win an automoblle or a grand plano
or something or other. In that time
The Herald has been & revelation
and delight to me. It earries an
atmosphere of broad tolerance and
bonesty of purpose which makes one
respect it even when disagreeing
Take the opiniom of a former coun-
try editor for what It may be worth:
You are well on the way to making
it one of the very best morning
papers In the United
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